The CIA’s Gehlen Organization as a
refuge for Hitler's secret police

(http://www.tbrnews.org/Archives/a072.htm)

The soealled Gehlen Organization or ‘Org’ was foundeden
the control of the United States Army 1n 1948, ctatgpcontrol
passing to the CIA in 1948,

A very significant number of the German natioriz@fonging
to the Gehlen Organization have been discoverbdve
belonged to either the Gestapo or the RSHA, the
Reichssicheitshauptanithis was the blanket organization for all
German State and Party intelligence and countdigerce
agencies.

The fact that an indivual was assigned to the R8ldés not
mean that they were involved in anything more semithan
clerical work in an office. But included in thistiare a number
individuals whose wartime record indicates theihaties were o
a such a nature that their inclusion in any U.8nspred and
controlled agency has no justification whatsoever.

The American members of this group (the Gehlen
Organization wasgntirely controlled by the U.S. CIA from 1948
through 1956) will be included in a subsequent n@uThe
listing here of some, and it must be emphasizetthimtreatmer
covers only the most serious offenders, is alpheddeand not by
rank.

SS-SturmbannfuhrdEmil Augsberg, SS No. 307 925. Born
May 1, 1905. Subject was a member of the RSHAathetant to
SS-GruppenfuhreGlobocnik who was SS and Police Leader in
the Polish district of Lublin. He was the headlad toncentration
camps of Treblinka and Belzec. Augsburg later waseenber of
the Wannsee Ingtite in Berlin where he was a specialist in P¢
problems. He ended the war on the personal stafieairich
Himmler.

SS-Obersturmbannfihr®r. Fritz Baader, SS No. 278 278.
Born April 9, 1909. Dr. Baader was on the staffled Senior SS
and Police Leader in Hungary.

SS-Sturmbannfihrédtto Barnewald, SS No. 6 469. Born
January 10, 1896. Subject was on the staff of threc€ntration
Camp, Buchenwald.

SS-Sturmbannfuhrdgrnst Biberstein, SS No. 272 692. Born
February 15, 1899. Biberstein was a member of tBEAR He
also commandeHinsatzkommando & Einsatzgruppe CThe
Einsatzgruppenvere composed of RSHA personnel and operated
behind the front lines in warfare against partisdie activities
of these groups often far exceeded their briefsraady of them
were responsible for dreadful atrocities againstigans, civilian:



and Jews. Biberstein’s activities were such agtoi® a death
sentence by an Allied court after the war, a sax@é¢hat was
commuted in 1951, permitting him to work for thehGan
organization.

SS-Sturmbannfuhrdérudwig Boehme, SS No.249 802. Born
August 21, 1898. Subject was on the staff of thedéatration
Camp at Auschwitz.

SS-Brigadefiuhre€hristoph Diehm, SS No.28 461. Born Me
1, 1892. Diehm was chief of staff of the KaminiBkigade. This
unit was commanded by a Russian named Kaminiskiaasd
involved in fighting partisans on the East FrortieTunit took pal
in the fighting in Warsaw in 1944 where its behavias so
brutal that it was ordered disbanded and its leadet.

SS-Sturmbannfuhré€arl Doring, SS No 67 310. Born
February 5, 1903. Subject was on the staff of thed€ntration
Camp at Dachau. He was later the postwar West Germa
Ambassador to the Cameroons.

SS-Sturmbannfuhrér.Max Eberl, SS No. 680 352, Born
December 26,1892. Dr. Eberl was a member of the/AR&l
was involved with euthanasia at Treblinka ConceiatnaCamp
under Globocnik.

SS-Standartenfuhrédans Eichele, SS No. 21 640. Born May
1, 1901. Eichele waStandortkommandatt the Concentration
Camp, Dachau

SS-Sturmbannfuhréalter Huppenkoethen, SS No.126 785.
Born December 31, 1907. Huppenkoethen was a meofbiee
RSHA and Commanding Officer of the SD & Police iablin
and Cracow (Poland). He was tried after the wahfemactivities.

SS-Obersturmbannfihr@r. Erich Isselhorst, SS No0.267 313.
Born February 5, 1906. Subject was Commander oPtiee an
SD at Strassburg and also Inspector of the SDidgattit He was
also Commanding Officer dinsatzkommando &f
Einsatzgruppe A.

SS-Obersturmbannfiihréswald Poche, SS No. 267 3Barn
January 28, 1908. Poche was commanding officdreoSecurity
Police and SD, Tromso6, Norway.

SS-Obersturmbannfiihrédbert Rapp, SS No0.280 341. Born
November 16, 1908. Subject was Inspector, SecBotice and
SD, Braunschwieg and commanding officeEaisatzkommando
7, Einsatzgruppe B.

SS-Standartenfuhréalter Rauff, SS No. 290 947. Born June
19, 1906. Rauff was a member of RSHA and with Sea® and
Police Commander, Italy (Karl Wolff). Rauff was pesisible for
the construction of the gas vans and eventuallytbadove to
South America to avoid prosecution.

SS-Oberfuhrebr. Franz Six, SS N0.107 480. Born August 12,
1909. Dr. Six was a member of RSHA, and Comman@ifiiger



of Einzatzgruppe Vorkommando Mosc@ix was an early
member of the Gehlen Organization, but was finathgsted and
tried for his activities in 1948. He was sententetife in prison,
but released in 1951. Six worked for Porsche anudbeafter his
release.

SS-Standartenfuhréfugen Steimle, SS No. 272 575. Born
December 8, 1909. Subject was a member of RSHA and
commanding officer oEinsatzgruppen Bnd lateiIC. He was
subsequently convicted by an Allied court and sered to a lon
term in prison, but released in 1951.

SS-Sturmbannfuhrélois Thaler, SS N0.347 142. Born
November 28, 1909. Subject was a member of RSHA\aw
Senior SS & Police Commander, Italy.

SS-Obersturmbannfiahr@®r. Ernst Weimann, SS No. 263 985.
Born August 5, 1906. Commanding officer, Securitjiée &
SD, Bergen, Norway

SS-Sturmbannfuhréfurt Weisse, SS. No. 563 159. Born
October 11, 1909.  Subject was a member of SS Regime
Dirlewanger. Oscar Dirlewanger was a convicteddchiblester
and friend of Himmler. His unit was made up of pedoconvicts
and used to fight the partisans. Like the Kaminiskt, their
record was so appalling that they were withdrawmficombat b
Hitler's order. Dirlewanger vanished at the endhef war

SS-Sturmbannfuhré&tugen Wenner, SS No. 200 581. Born
November 15, 1912. Wenner was a member of RSHAnad
with the Senior SS and Police Commander, Italy.

SS-Obersturmbannfihrgvilhelm Wiebens, SS No.16 617.
Born March 17, 1906. Subject was a member of RShHA a
Commanding Officer oEinzatzkommando @nderEinsatzgrupp
B.

These names represent only a small percentageliks<%)
of the names found on a listing of all personnehef Gehlen
Organization from 1945 onwards. These are onlyndraes of
higher ranking officers in the SS/SD and Policee Tlames of
many lower rank SS/SD and Police members arebsiitig
verified as of this writing, but the names of thads of
Croatians, Slovenes, Balts and Russians are infpedsilocate
in existing files so they are excluded from thisdst

The international uproar attendant upon the disgotreat
Klaus Barbie was gainfully employed by the U.S. @Ir the
war, even after it became well known that Barbies wanted for
his Gestapo activities in Lyon, France, would gale
insignificance when the full impact of the Gehlerg@nization’s
complete list becomes a matter of public record.

The Gehlen group was controlled completely by th®&.Army
from 1945 until 1948. It was then taken over andtiled
directly by the Central Intelligence Agency untd5b-56, when
the group was taken over by the Federal Governofe@ermany



and renamed thBundesnachrichtendien@ND) or State
Intelligence Service.

The excuse will doubtless be offered by all cotitiglparties
that they had no way of knowing that their rankstamed such a
significant number of Gestapo and SD officials, arahy who
were on the wanted lists called CROWCASS. Thisragro
stands for Central Registry of War Crimes and Sgc8uspects
instituted by U.S. Intelligence in May of 1945, aaxentually
discontinued in 1948. These lists were containealtotal of forty
books and were responsible for the apprehensiomaofy wanted
war criminals. It should be pointed out, that fra8%5 until 1948
when the control of the Gehlen Organization passede CIA,it
was mandatory that all German nationals who wergleged by
U.S. authorities in occupied Germany had to be kbéboth
through CIC Central Registry as well as the CROWEASs!

There is absolutelgo possibilitythat a valil claim of ignoranc
of the makeup of the Gehlen group can be madesaptint in
time. In fact, in 1948, all of the CROWCASS fileen turned
over to Gehlen and the CIA, very effectively blagkiany
possible inquiry into the makeup of the German-Aaar spy
network.

Because Gehlen had no knowledge of the inner wgskart the
Soviet Union, and being limited in his wartime @stof
establishing Soviet order of battle, it was necgska him to
seek the services of German, Croatian, Baltic amssRn
individuals who had a much broader background m-mditary
intelligence.

During the Second World War, Reinhard Gehlen washarge
of the German Army’s Foreign Armies EaBtémde Heer O3t
branch of the High Command. In retrospect, hisquiad views
of Soviet military moves were more often wrong thight, but
Gehlen was both ambitious and egocentric, a cortibmahich
effectively precluded him from considering any veeather than
his own. Hitler eventually fired him for gross impetence.

The American military had very little knowledgetbe inner
workings of the Soviet state because during Rodsgveign
they had been strictly forbidden by the Presidemonduct any
intelligence activity against his ideological frieand ally, Josef
Stalin. Soviet agents, on the other hand, ran rampatht Unitec
States, spying on every important part of the d&vernment an
military establishment. In this, the Soviets weagerly assisted
by a host of American communists who did not vieeitt
treachery as such, but rather as their sacredtduhe Soviet
Union to whom they owed their entire allegiance.

The defense made, after the fact, by Americanligégice
agencies to charges of the unrestrained use afjfaes whose
activities during the war were brutal in the extegrwas that the
U.S. needed as much information on their new enasrthey
could develop. Also, the backgrounds of many oirthe



intelligence resources were secondary to their déasleveloping
this intelligence.

Many of the individuals hired by Gehlen had vetildi
experience in the intelligence field, but muchhe area of
partisan warfare. This combat experience consistetgaging
Soviet partisan and irregular units in warfare wita intention of
liquidating them, the same goals, it ought to bieeal out, that
the partisans themselves adhered to.

There is also the concept that Gehlen was usetebheats in
the United States government and military as atéodonvince a
reluctant President Truman and the Amami€ongress that Sta
was planning to launch an attack on western Eurbpdorestall
this attack, these elements urged, it was vitdltti@United
States halt the demobilization of their militarydathe downsizin
of American industry, and reverse the process.

Gehlen’s reports prepared at the behest of his Aarer
controllers have proven to be as inaccurate asrike he
prepared for Hitler's High Command. But in the f@mncase,
Gehlen did what he was told to do while the latBse was more
an example of ego than mendacity.

Probably the most significant former Gestapo offizeder the
employ of the Gehlen Org and later, the CIA, \B&
Gruppenfuhremieinrich Mller, once head of the Gestapo. Be
moving to the United States, Miller worked for Qudb
Critchfield, head of the Gehlen group, while livimgand workin
for Switzerland.

Most professional intelligence practitioners woalitee, many
with reluctance, that the use by either the Un@&ates or Great
Britain of a superb counterintelligence persondiigh as
Heinrich Mller would be fully justified considegrMuller’s
expertise in the machinations of the Kremlin asdeaders.

Almost no one, except for bureaucratic types, cqustify the
use by Gehlen and his controllers, the U.S. Arng/later the
CIA, of such men whose names are now identifieth wit
membership in his organization.

Every nation in modern times has special military o
paramilitary organizations at their disposal tooecé their will by
ruthless and morally indefensible methods. The Gesrthad
their Einsatzgruppentheir Geheime Feld Polizeind their
Jagdverbandethe British their SAS, the U.S. their Special F&s
and SEALS, and the Soviets th8peznatanits. All of these
units were and are being trained in the technigfiesntrol
through terror and what, in the end, amounts tatmrol,
repression and often the physical liquidation ef ¢ivilian
populations of their military opponents.

It should be noted that the CIA was not alonesrhiting
practices. Through documents released under thezléne of
Information Act (FOIA), it is discovered in a Cl€@port dated



March 1951, that a certain Dr. Wilhelm H. Schmitasan the
employ of that agency. During the course of thed Rieich, Dr.
Schmitz was a’sS-Sturmbannfihréas of April 20, 1941) and
the head of the Gestapo bureau, IV E 6. This seetas called
“Counterespionage Section South” and covered Cztavakia,
the Balkans, Hungary, Italy, Spain and South Anzeric

When the British murdered RSHA chief Reinhard Heydm
1942 in Prague, the leadership of the Reich was inproar and
Himmler went at once to the Czech capital alongpwit
Mdller...and Dr. Wilhelm Schmitz. Dr. Schmitz, aadiunder
Muller's orders, was responsible for the actiok®taagainst the
Czechs, including the destruction of Lidice andsheoting of
over three thousand Czechs, some of whom werelctua
connected with the plot or were found to be Briagfents.

After the war, Schmitz, whose background was kntavnis
employers, worked in Prague as a double agent. &chas one
of the architects of the CIA-created cover legdrat Mller was
working for Czech intelligence. The main architetthis
delightful fable was the former chief of the Gestdqgmself, who
greatly enjoyed pulling the legs of his employéxg, always, it
must be added, with great care.

The CIC later discovered that they had been hoarddther
documents recently released indicate that the patpes of the
Muller-Czech stories were ordered to be terminateshce. This
phrase is usually considered an official euphenf@m
assassination.

The hiring by Gehlen of highly undesirable indivadis; many
of whom were not German SS men, but equally aslatgixde,
generally was overseen by Willi Krichbaum, his €heruiter.
Krichbaum, who had been Miller’s chief deputy ia thestapo
and head of the dread&kheime Feld Poliz€GFP), filled the
ranks of the Gehlen organization with a mixturdéesbcious
individuals who had the potential to cause terrfigblems for
the ultimate authority over them.

From 1945 through 1948, this authority was the. A$y anc
between 1948 and 1956, the CIA. What happenedvatsithat
the ranks of the newly-constitut&dindesnachrichtendienst
BND, of the West German government, were swellati @i
significant number of former Gestapo and SD pewayie had the
added liability of working for Soviet intelligence.

Following the revelations that British intelligenagencies had
been equally infiltrated with Soviet spies, bothietries suffered
from a drastic and permanent loss of confidencthbyJnited
States.

The use by the American intelligence, and goverriaten
communities, of Germans with some expertise orstigect of
the Soviet Union is pragmatically understandables @nly
reason that Great Britain didn’'t make more useoaher RSHA
personnel is that they could not outspend the Acaes, and



further, England was so full of Soviet sympathizamg agents
that the subject of utilizing the late enemy waathama to them.

The individuals listed here had very little expsagtin Soviet
internal affairs, with a few exceptions, and tremmployment at
any level is completely indefensible.

The foregoing study is not meant to show that Uh&lligence
agerties actively sought to employ Germans who weresaxdt o
the commission of serious crimes. It does meaayary sense,
that such persons were knowingly employed by thadligence
agencies as an expedient.

All bureaucracies in all periods encounter the sproblems:
Maintenance. The actual secrets of the world afewdhat one
could carry them on small slips of paper in a baagket. In orde
to justify acres of buildings filled with tens d¢fdusands of
employees, office equipment, telephones, code mashi
shredders, computer systems, plastic passes, esediting
rooms, travel expenses and, finally, salarieantlligence
agencies have to at least give the appearancefofipéng vital
functions for the security of their state. No ageachbureaucracy
has ever voluntarily reduced itself, but every ohthem finds it
necessary to expand itself to acquire more powerem
employees, more parking space, and most importdatlyer
budgets to be approved by those set above them.

Communism and Soviet expansionism proved to batalste
the maintenance and growth of the U.S. intelligesnoe
counterintelligence agencies, as capitalism, argi U.
expansionism was to Soviet intelligence and courtiligence.
These massive entities represent the upper antether
millstone and what is ground between them are tiadsepay for
the follies, the vices, and most important, thé bil



